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May and June are full of graduations. High School and College seniors are 

at the forefront of our minds but each school grade and college class 

‘graduates/transitions’ its members to the next level. …And all these 

graduates are only the most obvious examples of what is happening in us 

all… all the time.  

Transitions. 

Two of the programs that UPUCC has partnered with for quite a while changed their organizational names recently 

to reflect that fact… ‘The Healing Place’ became ‘Healing Transitions’ and ‘Hospice of Wake County’ became 

‘Transitions LifeCare’ …the reason being that in large part their ministries are not easily reduced to one point in 

people’s lives. Nor do they deal only with the client/patient/guest who has entered their respective program but with 

whole systems and families of persons connected to them. We are all in transition… all of us, all the time. Like a 

river, often moving slow and steady, occasionally the gradual and unnoticed flow pauses at some pool creating a particular still place of 

beauty, then downstream rushes over rocks, and slows again to an almost imperceptible flow… our lives are like that. Let us recognize 

a few of the “still places of beauty” among us, while also acknowledging how these lives have and still are affecting 

us.  

-‘At the font we start our journey’ and with great joy we joined in the baptisms of siblings Jackson Scott 

Tharrington and Greyson Jayne Emerson Tharrington on Mother’s Day.  

-We celebrate the graduation of Ethan McCool. Ethan is headed now to Appalachian State and during the Youth-

led worship this past month he spoke warmly of his gratitude and deep appreciation of the inclusive and supportive 

UPUCC community that has helped prepare him for his new phase. 

-A little farther down the road, Kyle Kentopp has graduated from NCSU. This fall Kyle enters Yale Divinity School. 

(He will preach here on June 25th!) …and a P.S. here. Kyle was recently featured in UCC Minister, Micah Royal’s, 

pod cast. You can hear it following the link here. “God Beyond Gender”: A Podcast Interview about Faith and the 

Transgender Experience ] 

-Joining Kyle in the journey ‘beyond’ are both his brother, Alex Kentopp, and Alexandra Van Dorsten. Alex is 

headed to a teaching position in Maryland. Alexandra just completed her studies at UNC-Asheville (Summa Cum 

Laude in Biology) and will continue her formal education in January in the Master of Arts in Teaching program at 

NCSU. (In the meantime she works at the Grove Park Inn and coaches swimming. She plans to travel in the fall.)  

-Dana Caldwell finished her seminary studies at Hood Theological. With joy and sadness we celebrate another of 

Dana’s transitions… as a Hospital Chaplain in Fredericksburg, Virginia. 

-May and June are also prime months for those transitioning with nuptials. We celebrate the wedding of Leslie 

Langley and Melanie Halloran, May 20. 

...and death, the mystery and great transition which we all will eventually acknowledge. A single birth and death are 

the transitions that each touch scores of lives deeply. We acknowledge this with two in our wider community in 

recent months. 

-“Baba” Chuck Davis was an inspiration to countless artists, dancers, actors, lives in the Triangle community. 

Among us, those working with The Justice Theater Project in particular held him dear. 

http://www.heraldsun.com/news/local/counties/durham-county/article150496672.html 

-Another far-reaching influence among us, and one of our most ‘far-flung’ Covenant Partners, Don Wilder, father-

in-law of Steve Zetts, died in Medina, Ohio in May. Don and his wife, Hope, worshipped with us many times in the 

journeys from North to South, and particularly in their visits to Steve and John, their dear son whose death preceded 

Don’s. An obituary commemorating Don’s life can be found here.   

Transitions. We are all in transition… as long as we are living… and even beyond as our memories affect loved ones 

left behind. (Apologies for those significant transitions left out of this listing. Let the UPUCC office know of yours 

for future inclusion. …and you will find other public acknowledgement of transitions on page eight of this 

newsletter. We often simply name them- ‘Celebrations and Concerns.’) 

 

http://www.upucc.org/
https://progressiveredneckpreacher.podbean.com/e/gode-beyond-gender/
http://www.heraldsun.com/news/local/counties/durham-county/article150496672.html
http://www.medina-gazette.com/Obituaries/2017/05/17/Donald-Martin-Wilder.html
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On Family… and Scripture  
 

As Mark DeMario was anticipating a very serious surgery this past month (Mark is doing well but it will be a while before 

we can pronounce him completely well.) Nicki Norris had the wonderful idea of recording the Congregation speaking 

Mark’s name with the simple tagline, “We love you.” (Mark and Rita have cared for so many so well, Nicki wasn’t about to 

let them miss our support in return!) Nicki also wove in several private messages, people simply saying Mark’s name, and 

then sent the file to Rita and Mark as a  post-surgical greeting. 

Here was Rita’s message in return: 

“We showed the video to everyone in the hospital that would have time to watch it.  The number one question...is that your 

family? Answer: yes and aren't they awesome!!” 
 

I thought about Rita’s response yesterday when I reflected on some other ‘family’ I have inherited in the years after Janice 

and I began dating and then married. (Janice has many wonderful friends that are as close as any family, and I have been 

fortunate to join that large familial gang.)   

One in this close group was diagnosed with ALS last August. A former Marine who biked or swam every day, prior to that 

sudden malady Bob had been the model of health and fitness. His rapid decline was stunning but still in mid-March he 

made 50 sandwiches for the homeless, in a ministry he has served for many years. Bob died the Wednesday before 

Memorial Day.  
 

Despite all the insults and challenges his decline entailed (He lost his voice early on and soon after his mobility. Swallowing 

was not possible… and yet his mind, alertness, intellect, warmth, love and humor were more evident than ever.).  Bob’s 

positive spirit was nothing short of remarkable. Also remarkable was the support he received… from blood family, from 

the Veteran’s Administration, from the ALS Association of NC, and especially from his ‘chosen’ family.  
 

It was one of these ‘chosen ones’ that opened my eyes to a most beautiful lesson in care-giving… one that I had not 

considered before but that I will definitely offer in the future. This friend read to Bob in the style of Lectio Divina… a 

practice of reading Scripture three times with an opportunity for meditation in between the readings… but the passage read 

was Wendell Berry’s poem: “The Peace of Wild Things.” 

That has long been one of my favorite poems, and I have used it as a prayer in worship on occasion, though to read it to a 

dying friend who could no longer speak, eat or care for himself, but was perfectly lucid all the while… that was a more 

poignant scene than my dry eyes could manage.  
 

I thought about Bob, knowing that his end was near… I thought about Steve tenderly reading the poem… and I declare it 

to be as beautiful as any Scripture ever recorded. The Canon may be closed, but Divine words are constantly formed. 
 

The Peace of Wild Things (Wendell Berry) 
 

When despair for the world grows in me 
and I wake in the night at the least sound 
in fear of what my life and my children's lives may be, 
I go and lie down where the wood drake 
rests in his beauty on the water, and the great heron feeds. 
I come into the peace of wild things 
who do not tax their lives with forethought 
of grief. I come into the presence of still water. 
And I feel above me the day-blind stars 
waiting with their light. For a time 
I rest in the grace of the world, and am free. 

 

May your coming summer be filled with poignancy and ‘the peace of wild things’… and may you savor the graceful 

moments of family, however they come to you, for the true gifts that they are.  
Doug 
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Thank you to everyone who participated in worship on Youth 

Sunday! We are grateful for all the thoughtful and engaged 

youth in our congregation. 

 

June Youth Schedule 
 

June 4:  11:30-1:00  

All Youth meet for Lunch & “Trees 2” 

 

June 10 & 11:       

Youth Summer Kickoff Weekend! 

    1:00-4:00  Youth Day of Service  

at United Church Chapel Hill 

 

Following activities at UC Chapel Hill,  

Fun at the Lake! 

an overnighter at the  

Howes’ Lake House.  

 

June 23: 6:00-10:00  p.m. 

 

June Children’s 

Program 
 

As our regular program year comes to a 

close on June 4, we offer heartfelt 

appreciation for our faithful teachers 

who generously and faithfully give of 

their time to the children! 

This June 4 Communion Sunday, there 

will be some special activities included 

in worship bags to celebrate Pentecost. 

June 11 begins our summer sessions 

with guest leaders offering a variety of  

indoor and outdoor opportunities 

including:  

Mischievous Birds 

Water Walking 

Making Greeting Cards & Crafts 

Come, join in, as we explore creation in 

oh so many ways! 

 

The Children’s Moment during Youth Sunday May 21. 

 

 

Looking Ahead to  

Vacation Bible 

School 
 

We are planning on Friday, 

August 11, for our opening night 

of VBS weekend! All are 

welcome to our dinner and 

movie night. On Saturday we will 

have workshops for children, 

with adults and youth assisting! 

Want to be part of the fun? 

Email: peg@upucc.org  

mailto:peg@upucc.org
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Strengthen the Church UCC Offering – June 4, 2017 
 

Strengthen the Church is a special mission offering to reimagine and build the fu-

ture of the UCC. Shared at the conference and national levels, Strengthen the 

Church largely supports youth ministries and full-time leaders for new churches in 

parts of the country where the UCC voice has not been heard. 
 

UCC congregations throughout the nation will have a special collection to support 

this mission, which will take place this year on Sunday, June 4. Be on the lookout 

for special collection envelopes. 
 

Our last UCC special offering (for One Great Hour of Sharing) raised $1,031 to benefit refugees and displaced 

persons throughout the world. 

 

Neuse River Cleanup 
 

Weather forced us to cancel this year’s Neuse River Cleanup. Stay tuned for updates if we’re able to find another 

date later in the year (weather and river conditions permitting). 

 

 

Forums - Held in the church library. Childcare provided in the nursery. 

 

June 4 - 9:30 a.m.  ReachOUT NC - an organization for LGBTQ and allies to do volunteer work together with 

other groups in the community who are welcoming to all. Board members share about the organization and ways 

to become involved.  
 

June 11 - Following worship. White Privilege Let’s Talk Session 1 - an adult curriculum from the United 

Church of Christ designed to invite church members to engage in safe, meaningful, substantive, and bold 

conversations on race. This resource is available as a free PDF download at http://privilege.uccpages.org/. Each 

one of its four parts introduces a different aspect of white privilege discussed by five different authors. In 

preparation for this session, it would be helpful to read Part One (The Spiritual Autobiography Told through the Lens of 

Race) and Part Two (Whiteness as the Norm). Gail Holden facilitating. 
 

June 18 - No forum in honor of Father's Day. 
 

June 25 - 9:30 a.m. White Privilege Let’s Talk Session 2 - Please read Parts Three and Four (see above link) in 
preparation for this forum.  Part Three is The Cash Value of Whiteness or Whiteness as a Tax-Exempt Status; Part Four 
is On Becoming an Ally; Gina Kentopp facilitating 

 

http://privilege.uccpages.org/
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June 4 

 Altar Prep: Eleanor Smith 

Communion Prep:  Elizabeth Altman  

 Coffee Set-Up:  Philip Laura & Thaddeus Winbush 

 Greeters:  Learla & Robert Stefanics 

 Ushers:  Scott & Renate Andrews 

 Sound System:  Andy Orr 

 Auditor:  Frank McKay 

Assistant Treasurer: Dan Harrell 

 Clean-Team: Edward McFarland, Tracy Denson,  

  Melissa and Ethan Russell,  

  Mark and Melanie Stevens 
 

June 11 

 Altar Prep: Eleanor Smith 

 Coffee Set-Up:  Sarah Sydney & Jim Gattis 

 Greeters:  Marianne Drexler, Ada McKerrell 

 Ushers:  Joanne Kennedy Frazer & Ted Frazer 

 Sound System:  Dan Harrell 

 Auditor:  Gwen Vass 

Assistant Treasurer: Lee Harrison 

 Clean-Team: Dawn McCarthy, Chris Wilms, Marcia Welsh, 

  Mary Pat Peters  

 
 

June 18-Father’s Day 

 Altar Prep: Leslie Heavey 

 Coffee Set-Up:  Elaina and Robert Richardson 

 Greeters:  Ashley & Vanessa Montague 

 Ushers:  Julie & Miles Schumacher 

 Sound System:  Peter van Dorsten 

 Auditor:  Martha Eller 

Assistant Treasurer: Chris Ousley 

 Clean-Team: Tim Champion & Dan Harrell,  

  Chris Ousley, Ada & Colin McKerrell 

 
 

June 25 

 Altar Prep: Michael Lester 

 Coffee Set-Up:  Roberta Ouellette 

 Greeters:  Leslie  & Mike Heavey 

 Ushers:  Bonnie Shook-Sa & Gustavo Sa 

 Sound System:  Frank McKay 

 Auditor:  Tim Champion 

Assistant Treasurer: Dan Harrell 

 Clean-Team: Nevin & Carol Fouts, Scott Pope,  

  Chuck & Deb Givens 

 

 

Next Newcomers & Inquirers Session  

will be held Sunday, June 4, following worship. 

Membership & Publicity Committee hosts these 

gatherings in the church library. There is a short 

presentation of the history of the UCC as well as 

information about Umstead Park United Church  

of Christ. 

 

Piano Lessons 

Our pianist, David Wilson, is excitedly accepting 

new piano students of all ages! If you have always 

wanted to learn to play the piano, or want to pick 

up where you left off, contact him to schedule a 

lesson! It is never too late to learn, and David 

loves working with adult learners! For more 

information, contact David at david@upucc.org. 

 

 

The Justice Theater Project 

“Send a Kid to Camp” Fundraiser 

 Saturday, June 17- 6 p.m.  

Pre-show party under the stars (UPUCC grounds) 

$50 ticket includes food, drink, live entertainment and center 

of the house reserved seating for the 

8 p.m. performance of Porgy & Bess. 

Details here. 

mailto:david@upucc.org
http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/porgy-and-bess/
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Sarah Sydney and Jim Gattis said they knew they wanted to be a part of UPUCC 

and support its efforts, because the UPUCC Covenant summarized everything  

they believe in and try to live by in their daily lives. They feel they have found a 

wonderful community, that everyone in the church has been friendly and 

welcoming. Given the state of the country and world today, they wanted to find a 

community that truly walked the walk on prioritizing love, acceptance, and justice- 

what they have found in UPUCC. 

Jim is a chemist at a small pharma company in RTP, who enjoys watching his 

hometown baseball team, the Washington Nationals, and enjoys roasting coffee. 

Sarah, a stay-at-home mom to their two young children,  is passionate about social 

justice and volunteers with MomsRising, a non-profit that advocates on behalf of families and promotes family-friendly 

policies. Having lived in Italy for six years after college, Sarah still loves to travel. Their sons love the local children’s 

museums and all things trains, trucks and dinosaurs. They are eager to get to know everyone! 

New Covenant Partners 

Wade and Karen Ponder shared they have been searching for a church for some 

time that best meets their beliefs.   When they learned about UPUCC from an 

acquaintance, they were immediately drawn to what they heard. From their first 

visit, they said they knew it was the place for them and were especially touched 

by the welcome statement on the bulletin and the "Be the Church" statement 

hanging at the front of the sanctuary. Those words represent some of their own 

deepest core values and beliefs. They want to be part of a community of faith 

that embraces similar values. They also spoke about the feeling of love and 

acceptance within the congregation and are inspired by Doug's thoughtful 

messages.  

Wade spent most of his career as a chemical engineer at the National Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The 

major focus of his work was research and development of technologies to improve the nation's air quality. His work 

team developed the Flue Gas Desulfurization process that helped to clean up emissions from major industrial plants. 

Since retiring in 2009, Wade does editing and technical writing for an on-line company. 
 

Karen's career has focused on early childhood, as a preschool teacher, weekday school director, teacher educator, and 

government policy maker. At the invitation of Governor Jim Hunt, she was one of the designers of NC's Smart Start 

program and managed it at the NC Partnership for Children for its first 15 years. During that time, local Smart Start 

partnerships were created in all of NC's 100 counties. Smart Start was the first comprehensive state and local system 

of early care and education system in the nation and since stepping down from Smart Start in 2009, she has assisted 

almost every state in some area of early childhood systems building. Currently she works as a consultant for the 

BUILD Initiative. 

Parents of two and grandparents of five, Wade is an avid tennis player and Karen practices yoga and Pilates. Wade and 

Karen love music and have sung together since they were teenagers. Karen was part of a women's trio, the JJ Singers, 

that wrote original political satire and performed at many political events. 

 

Sarah Sydney & Jim Gattis 

Wade & Karen Ponder 
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Michelle Brainard said they discovered the UCC church when 

they lived in Massachusetts in 2004. They wanted to be a part of 

a church family and found UCC struck the right balance for 

them with it's progressivism. “The God is Still Speaking 

Campaign really hooked us!” remarked Michelle. 

David is a musician who loves to spend his free time at the 

Neuse River with his children as well as watching Carolina 

basketball and building things from scratch. Michelle describes 

herself as a ‘fitness fanatic,’ who spends as much time at the 

gym as she can. She is a political junkie who loves to read.  

Their daughter loves animals so much that she became a 

vegetarian many years ago, forcing the rest of  her family to 

follow along. She wants to be a marine biologist when she 

grows up and is a budding YouTuber.  Their son plays soccer 

and trains in tae kwon do. He loves- loves to play video games 

and listens to classic rock.  

The Brainards (David and Michelle and two children) live in 

Raleigh, where David is an engineer at Biogen and Michelle is a 

“lapsed” attorney and stay at home mom.  

 

 

More New Covenant Partners 

 

Creativity Group 

This lively  group continues to meet the first and third 

Tuesday mornings of each month. The evening Creativity 

Group is held the second Monday of each month at 6:30 

p.m. Come with your own individual creative projects, come 

to socialize, or come to try your hand at making a card. 

On Wednesday, June 21, the group heads down the road to 

Healing Transitions for their monthly gathering with the 

residents for crafts and conversation.  

Father’s Day plus a variety of other greeting cards will be 

available ahead of the June 18 holiday.  
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Sun. June 4 9:30 a.m. Forum: ReachOUT NC. See page four. 

  10:30 a.m. Worship & Communion: Pentecost Dreams and Visions, Doug Long preaching. 

  Following worship Newcomers and Inquirers Gathering in the library. 

  Following worship All Youth meet for Lunch and “Trees 2.” 

  12:00 p.m. UPUCC Advocacy Group meets in the conference room. 

Tues.  June 6 9:30 a.m. Creativity Group meets in the library. 

Fri. June 9 8:00 p.m. JTP Porgy & Bess Performance in the worship space. 

Sat. June 10 1:00-4:00 p.m. UCC Youth Event at United Church Chapel Hill. 

  4:00 p.m. All Youth Overnight at Kerr Lake.  

  8:00 p.m. JTP Porgy & Bess Performance in the worship space. 

Sun. June 11 9:30 a.m. Committee Meeting Time. 

  10:30 a.m. Worship: Summertime- The Sabbath Season 

  Following worship Forum: White Privilege Let’s Talk Session 1. See page four. 

  3:00 p.m.  JTP Porgy & Bess Performance in the worship space. 

  6:00 p.m.  Youth return to UPUCC from lake trip. 

Mon. June 12 6:30 p.m. Evening Creativity Group meets in the library. 

Fri. June 16 8:00 p.m. JTP Porgy & Bess Performance in the worship space. 

Sat. June 17 9:30 a.m. Yoga with Ellen Beidler in the worship space. 

  6:00 p.m. JTP Send a Kid to Camp Fundraiser. See page five. 

  8:00 p.m. JTP Porgy & Bess Performance in the worship space. 

Sun. June 18 10:30 a.m. Worship: “Awkward Lessons on Father’s Day,” Doug Long preaching. 

  3:00 p.m.  JTP Porgy & Bess Performance in the worship space. 

Tues. June 20 9:30 a.m. Creativity Group meets in the library. 

Wed. June 21 3:00 p.m. Creativity Group to Healing Transitions (leave from UPUCC at 2:30 p.m.) 

  7:00 p.m.  UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

Fri.  June 23 6:00 p.m. All Youth Movie and Games at Anne’s Home. 

  8:00 p.m. JTP Porgy & Bess Performance in the worship space. 

Sat.  June 24 2:00 p.m. JTP Porgy & Bess Performance in the worship space. 

  8:00 p.m. JTP Porgy & Bess Performance in the worship space. 

Sun. June 25 9:30 a.m. Forum: White Privilege Let’s Talk Session 2.  See page four. 

  10:30 a.m. Worship : Kyle Kentopp preaching. 

  3:00 p.m.  JTP Porgy & Bess Performance in the worship space. 

Mon. June 26 7:00 p.m. UPUCC Men’s Group. Contact Reed Altman for details reedaltman@gmail.com 

Wed. June 28 7:00 p.m. UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

 

Performances June 9-25 - UPUCC Worship Space 

Tickets still available: 

Email thejusticetheaterproject@gmail.com  

 Phone 919-264-7089 

By indicating ‘UPUCC’ secure group discount and avoid online fees!  

mailto:reedaltman@gmail.com
mailto:thejusticetheaterproject@gmail.com

